Text-based Alternative for Image Map exercise
The background image contains screenshots of a scholarly journal article. The text of the article is not as important as noticing each section. The full text of the article is available at https://www.mdpi.com/2076-2615/15/8/1143 if you would like to read it.
Standard Scholarly Journal Article Sections
Title and Author Information
The title tells you what the article is about, often highlighting the main topic or research question. Pay attention to keywords in the title—they can help you decide if the article is relevant to your assignment.
Author information is also important. It usually includes the authors’ names, their institutional affiliations, and sometimes their credentials. This helps you judge the credibility of the research. Authors affiliated with universities or research institutions are generally considered reliable sources. If you see multiple authors, it often means the research was a collaborative effort.
Abstract
The abstract is a short summary at the beginning of the article. It gives readers a quick overview of the research question, the methods used, and the main findings. Think of it as a snapshot of the entire article. If you’re deciding whether the article is useful for your assignment, the abstract is the first place to look.
Introduction
The introduction sets the stage for the research. It explains the background of the topic, why the research matters, and what question the researchers are trying to answer. This section often includes a brief review of previous studies so you can see how this research fits into the bigger picture.
Methods
The methods section describes exactly how the research was done. It explains the steps the researchers took, such as experiments, surveys, or data analysis. This section is important because it shows whether the research was done in a reliable way. If you ever need to repeat the study or understand how the results were reached, this is where you look.
Results
The results section presents the data collected during the study. It often includes tables, graphs, and figures to show what the researchers found. This section does not usually explain what the results mean—just what the data shows.
Discussion
The discussion interprets the results and explains what they mean in relation to the research question. It connects the findings to previous research, points out any limitations, and may suggest areas for future study. This section helps you understand why the results matter.
Conclusions
The conclusion is often a short section at the end of the article that sums up the main findings and their importance. It may also highlight practical applications or recommendations for future research. While the discussion goes into detail, the conclusion gives you the “big picture” takeaway.
References
The references list all the sources the authors cited in the article. These are usually other scholarly works. If you want to find more information on the topic or check the original sources, the reference list is a great place to start.
Important Note
Journal article structure can vary depending on the type of article and the journal’s guidelines. The sections described above are typical for original research articles, which report new findings. Other types of articles—such as literature reviews, case studies, or theoretical papers—may look different.
